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Dear Ms Millis

I refer to your letter of 4 May 2020 to South Australia’s Chief Public Health Officer, Professor Nicola Spurrier, regarding flexible school attendance requirements for the rare disease community. As the responsibility for school attendance sits with the Department for Education, Professor Spurrier has asked me to thank you for your correspondence and respond on her behalf.

As you would be aware, in determining the operation of schools, the department is acting on advice of Professor Spurrier and the Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC). Current advice is that schools will remain open, and on 22 April 2020 Professor Spurrier wrote to parents and carers encouraging school attendance. However, Professor Spurrier encouraged parents and carers of children with chronic medical conditions or compromised immune systems to consult their doctor before returning their child to school.

The department is adopting a flexible approach to student attendance and parents continue to have the choice to keep their children home if they wish to do so. However, as case numbers in South Australia remain low, it is expected that health advice on school attendance may change over the coming weeks and months, leading to an eventual return to mandatory school attendance. 

The department is aware of the heightened risk of students with rare disease, chronic health conditions and compromised immune systems and, in partnership with SA Health, will continue to provide flexible learning arrangements and provisions for these children until it is determined that it is safe for them to return to school.

Further information on the department’s response to COVID-19 is available on our website at the following address - https://www.education.sa.gov.au/supporting-students/health-e-safety-and-wellbeing/covid-19-coronavirus.

I trust you find this information useful.

Yours sincerely


Ben Temperly
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, SYSTEM PERFORMANCE
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